THE REMAINING STATES
"The plot thickens fast, A few short weeks will determine
the political fate of America for the present generation
and probably produce no small mfiuencfc on the happiness
of society through a long succession of ages to come.
Should every thing proceed with harmony and consent
according to our actual wishes and expectations; I will
confess to you sincerely, my dear Marquis; it will be so
much beyond any thing we had a right to imagine or
expect eighteen months ago, that it will demonstrate as
visibly the finger of Providence, as any possible event in
the course of human affairs can ever designate it," George
Washington to the Marquis de Lafayette, May 28, 1788.
"You will permit me to say, that a greater Drama is now
acting on this Theatre than has heretofore been brought
on the American stage, or any other in the World. We
exhibit at present the Novel and astonishing Spectacle of
a whole People deliberating calmly on what form of
government will be most conducive to their happiness;
and deciding with an unexpected degree of unanimity
in favour of a System which they conceive calculated to
answer the purpose." George Washington to Sir Edward
Newenham, August 29, 1788,
E nine states which had ratified by June 21, 1788 were,
M* in principle, enough to put the new United States into
operation. In practice they faced a serious difficulty in their
geographical arrangement. New England, with Connecticut,
Massachusetts (including Maine), and New Hampshire assent-
ing, could be counted on as a homogeneous and substantial
element in the union. Intractable Rhode Island was too small to
be more than a nuisance; Vermont, once its independence should
be recognized by Congress, would probably come in. The
Middle states, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Mary-
land had committed themselves, two unanimously, and the others
by good majorities. The most Southern states, Georgia and South
Carolina, had joined, the one unanimously, the other without
dangerous hesitation. But between New England and the Middle
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